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1 SAFE Data room overview

1.1 Data sources

Check out the comprehensive list of available data sources, description and documentation.

1.2 SAFE Data room access

All listed data sources are available via the SAFE Data room.
Please find detailed information regarding opening hours, registration and reservation here.
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https://datacenter.safe-frankfurt.de/_databases/
https://safe-frankfurt.de/data-center/data-room.html


1.3 Making an Appointment

Register and reserve slots using the Scheduler:

1.4 Access the source

The Home Desktop of Data Room PCs is organized to facilitate the access of the sources and
give basic, essentials information:
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https://datacenter.safe-frankfurt.de/_scheduler


2 LSEG Workspace

LSEG Workspace (formerly Refinitiv Workspace or Eikon) Home page shows the list of the
App Library.
Among them, some are pre-loaded:

• Codebook (CODEBK), a Python IDE to retrieve data in programmatic way; many code
examples provided

• Data Item Browser (DIB), a content discovery tool

• Code creator (CODECR), a tool to create Python code by indicating instruments and
fields

• Screener (SCREENER), to screen public and private companies using a variety of criteria

• Advanced Events Search (ADVEV), to search events by multiple contexts

• Advanced Filings Search (ADVFIL), criteria based search for company filings

2.1 RICs (Reuters Identifier Codes)

When searching for securities (e.g. shares, bonds, derivatives), Workspace offers the possibility
to search for all known identifiers such as ISIN, CUSIP, WKN, ...
Most commonly used in LSEG Workspace are internal identifiers called RICs (for example
”AAPL.O”).
In general, RIC Format (not always) is TICKER.EXCHANGE
e.g. ”AAPL” is the ticker and ”O” stands for NASDAQ (check exchange abbreviations via
EXCHID01 command).
This can be an advantage because ISINs do not usually contain information about the exchange
(usually they implicitly give the data points of the primary exchange, i.e. where the security is
primarily traded or where the IPO took place).
Since RICs (like ISINs, etc.) can change, LSEG also provides permanent identifiers (for
Workspace) called PermID, see here.
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https://permid.refinitiv.com/


2.2 LSEG Workspace Excel add-in

LSEG Workspace include an Excel add-in to retrieve data.
The ”Buil Formula” button helps to set up functions, which can later be made more sophisti-
cated.

2.3 Monthly Downloading Limit

Excel:
10 million data points per month in Datastream/Workspace
Datapoints = Universe · Fields · time points

(Python) API:
(nearly) unrestricted
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2.4 Useful links and documentation

See links in the right column in Data sources page :
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https://datacenter.safe-frankfurt.de/_databases/


3 Bloomberg Terminal

3.1 How to login

A Bloomberg registration is required to access terminal contents.
The process is easy, self explanatory and takes just few moments.
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After login, a ”Welcome” page appears with most used functions and tips:
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Especially for beginners, it is recommended to select ”Help page” to get the Welcome to the
Bloomberg Terminal® Help Page

Bloomberg provides different types of support resources to help you quickly find the answer to
your questions.

Type BHRQ command for Help Desk support;

and select ”1) Contact Help Desk” to submit questions and get an answer in one business day.
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https://datacenter.safe-frankfurt.de/documents/Bloomberg_help_page.pdf
https://datacenter.safe-frankfurt.de/documents/Bloomberg_help_page.pdf


3.2 Bloomberg Excel add-in

Bloomberg Excel functions

• BDH: Bloomberg Data History retrieves historical values (end-of-day or intra-day)
= BDH(Security, Field, StartDate, EndDate, [option])

• BDP: Bloomberg Data Point retrieves current or real-time values.
= BDP(Security, Field, [option])

• BDS: Bloomberg Data Set populates multiple cells with descriptive data for a security
= BDS(Security, Field, [option])

• BQL: Bloomberg Query Language is a separate approach that enables more-robust, SQL-
like queries.
= BQL(Instrument, Function, Range)

3.3 Monthly Downloading Limit

Bloomberg has a monthly downloading limit on each terminal that applies to data down-
loaded via Excel functions or API calls.
Once reached, you’ll see errors (e.g., #N/A Limit) and can’t download more until the next
calendar month.
Monthly limit comes from a proprietary model based on unique securities and depends on
the type of data being downloaded.
The limit is tied to unique securities/data types, not simply raw datapoint counts.
Bloomberg does not advertise / disclose an explicit cap in terms of “number of datapoints” for
this monthly limit, and there is no official way to query your remaining budget programmati-
cally.

Practical guidance
If you’re approaching heavy downloads:

• Optimize queries to reuse the same securities rather than repeatedly introducing new
ones.

• Use BDH (historical download) rather than repeated BDP cells in Excel to reduce usage.

• Consider batching and copying data instead of refreshing repeatedly.
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3.4 E-learning courses, seminars and events

Bloomberg provides access to courses at no extra cost. Upon finishing each program, a certifi-
cate of completion is issued. Available courses are :

• Bloomberg Finance Fundamentals (BFF)

• Bloomberg Market Concepts (BMC)

• Bloomberg Social Governance (ESG)

Type BCER command and Log in as Bloomberg Terminal User

A web-session will be opened in the browser; be sure to select ”Certificates” to access the
courses

Seminars and events, virtual or in person, can be searched using SMNR command.
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4 WRDS

WRDS web-portal is accessible from SAFE data room by getting a ”day pass”.

See details in Accessing Wharton Researcher Data Services platform.
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https://datacenter.safe-frankfurt.de/documents/WRDS_general_2026.pdf


5 Other databases and tools

5.1 Factset

FactSet client is accessible from data room’s worksplace desktop; login occurs automatically

An Excel add-in is provided to download data and access templates, utilities, help and docu-
mentation.

5.2 Capital IQ Pro

’S&P Capital IQ pro’ home page is accessible from data room’s worksplace desktop; login occurs
automatically
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S&P Capital IQ Pro - User Guide is freely accessible.
New user training, excel training and webinars can be found in Help Center (login required)
and Platform Training Webinars (registration required).
An Excel add-in is provided to download data.

5.3 Jupyter Notebook

’Jupyter Notebook’ is a web-based interactive computing platform.

Here you can find documentation and Python sample code to get and manage data using
Bloomberg, LSEG (Refinitiv) Workspace, WRDS, SQLite.

14

https://view.highspot.com/viewer/62b9ea23d46c044b11005048#1
https://spglobal.my.site.com/s/
https://gateway.on24.com/wcc/eh/863552/


6 Contact

If you encounter any difficulties or just want general information, do not hesitate to contact us.

SAFE Research Datacenter: datacenter@safe-frankfurt.de

More information about the SAFE Research Datacenter can be found here.
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